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Hello, my name is East! 

I am the researcher of this project and a high school student at
Brooklyn Tech. This project highlights two main topics: the
surveillance by the FBI, NYPD, and INS (now ICE) of South Asian and
Muslim communities in New York City, and the reactions by these
communities that demonstrate their resilience and perseverance.
I decided that this was a topic that I wanted to research in my
sophomore year history class, where we had a 3-day discussion
about 9/11 and its legacy. For each day of discussion, we touched
upon various aspects of the attacks, but their effect on South
Asian communities was absent from the conversation. I made this
exhibit so students like me will not feel sidelined in their
classrooms, but instead recognized for both the struggles and
achievements that their communities have faced. This was an
important project for me as well, as I wanted to become more in
touch with my Pakistani identity. While my curiosity was rooted in
the absence of history, I hope this shifts for future students.
Discovering diverse histories can work similarly to incentivise
students to engage in their own family stories and heritage.

From extensive visits to university archives to hours of listening
closely to oral history interviews, I have learned an incredible
amount about this topic that is deeply personal to me. At first, it
was difficult; it was counterintuitive for entire communities being
surveyed to speak openly about it. I hit many barriers. However,
slowly uncovering these documents and stories has increased my
understanding of their relevance within our city and our country’s
history. The strong community efforts of South Asian communities
were inspiring, but on the contrary, the lack of solidarity between
these communities and the rest of New York was disconcerting. I
realized this lack of intercultural solidarity and larger movements
was the root of its longevity. Dominant narratives about American
solidarity after 9/11 did not give the complete picture, and I wanted
to change that.
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Embedding this history into your classrooms will enable
students to understand the full scope of their city’s history
while also challenging dominant narratives about Asian-
Americans throughout history. From this exhibit, students can
grasp the importance of solidarity and resistance, and can be
inspired to become involved in both their own communities
and neighboring ones. They will learn what 9/11 was, the
government response directly after 9/11, such as the USA
PATRIOT Act, and the effects it had in the early 21st century,
going into the present day. The intersectionality between
systemic racism and local law enforcement programs is
highlighted, going into first-hand accounts of surveillance in
New York City. These are followed by stories and sources of
community-wide movements, showing the resilience of South
Asian communities and the importance of political activism. I
hope that students can learn about the diverse narratives and
perspectives involved in 9/11’s history to develop a personal
and critical lens on the topic. Lastly, they can develop skills to
make connections between this project and the systems in our
current society.

East Kaufhold is a junior at Brooklyn Technical High School,
majoring in Law and Society. He is avidly interested in the stories of
community organizing and cross-racial political movements. His
research specifically focuses on South Asian resilience and
community building post-9/11, and he hopes to uplift the voices of
those who could not express themselves authentically during an
era of mass surveillance and racial profiling. As a youth researcher
and a member of the leadership team at the Localized History
Project, he hopes to continue to uplift meaningful South Asian
stories across New York City. In his free time, he enjoys reading
historical fiction novels, rock climbing, and going to the cinema
with his friends. 

Thank you for engaging with my work!
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PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS 
HOW TO TEACH THIS HISTORY

Compare and Contrast: 
Evaluate the arguments and experiences of both Bobby Khan
and Mohammed Razvi. What inclined them to percieve law
enforcement differently? Why did they make these different
approaches, and to what extent did they work? Encourage
students to evaluate which approach they believe is more
effective, either finding ways to integrate with the system or
resisting it as a whole.

Primary Source Analysis:  
Have students read primary sources such as the “Loose Change
9/11” poem from the NYU Muslim student publication, or the
SAMAR magazine testimonies. Evaluate how these publications
have given South Asian and Muslim students and adults a
platform to voice their opinions. Were they helpful/not helpful?
What sort of publications do you relate to? If you don’t, would you
create one? What would be in it?  

Freedom Thinkers Roundtable: 
Muslim and South Asian New Yorkers had to rely on civil rights
efforts within their own communities to create change. What if
they could connect with other activist groups or figures
throughout history? What would they talk about? How do their
struggles and efforts relate or differ? Use primary sources to
ground these discussions.

Conduct an Oral History Interview: 
Much of this exhibit revolves around the experiences of New
Yorkers discussed in oral history interviews. This gives intimate,
first-hand accounts that offer unique insights into a point in
history. Prepare a range of open-ended questions for students,
giving them class time to conduct mini oral histories with their
classmates. Then, encourage them to use these questions to
speak to a family member, neighborhood friend, or another
prominent figure in their community! Reflect as a class on their
findings. 
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primary sources:primary sources:

 NYPD surveillance map of ethnic neighborhoods, c. 1919. 

Map created by the New York Police Department, access
provided by the New York State Archives.



Post-9/11 disaster assistance clinic at LaGuardia Airport, c. 2002.

Image held in the New York Taxi Workers Alliance (NYTWA)
Records at Tamiment Library & Robert F. Wagner Labor

Archives at New York University. Photo access provided by
the South Asian American Digital Archive (SAADA). 

https://www.saada.org/explore/archive/collections/new-york-taxi-workers-alliance-nytwa-records
https://www.saada.org/explore/archive/collections/new-york-taxi-workers-alliance-nytwa-records
https://www.saada.org/explore/archive/entities/tamiment-library-robert-f-wagner-labor-archives-at-new-york-university
https://www.saada.org/explore/archive/entities/tamiment-library-robert-f-wagner-labor-archives-at-new-york-university


Excerpt from Section 215 of the PATRIOT Act,
passed on October 26, 2001.

Public Law 107–56, enacted into law by the United States
Congress on October 26, 2001. Access made available by

congress.gov. 

https://www.congress.gov/107/plaws/publ56/PLAW-107publ56.pdf


25 ethnic/ancestral groups listed as "suspect" on
the NYPD's Special Registration Initiative.

Document created by the New York Police Department, initially
published by the Associated Press, and made available by the

NYCLU (New York Civil LIberties Union).



Call-in procedures for “certain non-immigrants” for
the Department of Justice’s Special Registration

Program, c. 2002.

Document created by the United States Department of Justice
and made available by the Alliance of South Asians Taking

Action.



Excerpt from the Summer/Fall 2002 Issue of SAMAR: South
Asian Magazine for Action and Reflection.

Image permissions provided by SAADA (South Asian American
Digital Archive). 



Poem written by Zain Shah, an NYU undergraduate student,
for AFTAB, the Muslim Student Publication, c. 2005.

Access provided by the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner
Labor Archives at New York University.



Taxi Worker Alliance Survey filled out by a Pakistani Muslim
driver, who had been driving for 6 years, c. 2002.

Created by the New York Taxi Workers Alliance, access provided
by the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner Labor Archives at

New York University.



secondary sources:secondary sources:
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Muslims.” Critical Sociology 45, no. 6 (March 2, 2018): pp. 871–87. 

American Civil Liberties Union. “End Mass Surveillance Under the Patriot Act.” October 30,
2024. 

American Civil Liberties Union. "Interested Persons Memo: Analysis of Changes to Attorney
General Guidelines." September 14, 2005. 
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NBC New York, August 24, 2011. 
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and bin Laden's Final Plot Against America. New York: Touchstone, 2013.
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American Since 9/11.” The Guardian, September 11, 2021. 

DRUM (Desis Rising Up & Moving). “A Reflection on Winning the End of ‘Muslim
Registrations.’” December 24, 2016. 
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HISTORY.com eds. “Ground Zero - Facts, Legacy & Memorial.” HISTORY, May 28, 2025.
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Mercado, Christopher. "Are we getting it right? Measuring the efficacy of intelligence
programs in the post-9/11 world through a policy analysis of the NYPD's Operation Sentry."
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Interviews consulted from the Center for Brooklyn History’s “Muslims in Brooklyn” and
“Crossing Borders, Bridging Generations” oral history collections: 

Rabia Ahsin, interviewed by Zaheer Ali. September 1, 2018. 
Asad Dandia, interviewed by Liz H. Strong. February 16, 2016.
Yasmin Nagi, interviewed by Amna Ahmad. March 18, 2014.
Mohammad Razvi, interviewed by Liz H. Strong. March 21, 2018. 

Archival materials consulted are courtesy of the Tamiment Library and Robert F. Wagner
Labor Archives at New York University and SAADA (South Asian American Digital Archive).


