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Hi, my name is Ravi! 

This project highlights the century-old decolonization movement of Indian
Americans in NYC. When deciding on a theme for my first archival project, I knew
that I wanted to explore the political activism of South Asian Americans but had
zero idea where to begin. In fact, I initially confined myself to a post-1965 lens,
never considering that my people had a significant or impactful presence in the
nation prior to the Immigration and Nationality Act. Due to the current framework
of New York state history curriculum, which excludes the narratives, histories, and
movements of Asian American communities, I did not have a solid foundation to
build on for such topics. However, these barriers did not stop me; rather, they
empowered me to uncover the histories of my own community and create a
robust and educational exhibit. I  read countless papers and combed through
digital archives, slowly uncovering the collection of stories, figures, and primary
documents that comprise this exhibit. 

This project was deeply personal and closely tied to my own interests in political
advocacy. In order to be an effective activist, I felt that I first needed to have a
substantial understanding of my community’s political legacy in this nation.
Separately, I also felt a strong duty to uplift the histories of South Asian Americans
as research in the AAPI space tends to minimize their stories or center on East
Asian American voices.

A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:   
WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY 

From this lesson, students will develop a deep
understanding on the de-colonial movements
of Indian Americans during the 1910s. Included
are stories of solidarity between Irish and Black
communities, crackdowns from US intelligence
authorities, and political activism. I hope this
lesson challenges the existence of apolitical
notions surrounding the AAPI community and
honors the legacy of South Asian activists who
risked their wellbeing for the cause of a free
homeland. Finally, I hope students feel similarly
inspired to uncover the movements of their
own people, engaging in the rewarding
process of historical archival research.

Thank you for using materials in my exhibit
and the opportunity to share an important,
but previously hidden aspect of my
community’s history!



Engage with primary sources in order to immerse yourself in the  
minds of individuals or events of focus. Understand their
respective biases and what purpose they served in the broader
message or ethos of the movement. Try to determine their
target audience. Are they documents for internal distribution?
Are they documents to raise awareness?

I wanted to provide examples on pedagogical activities to engage the historical content of
this exhibit. If I were to teach about this in my classroom, I would consider using this as a
powerful example of the role of publications, media, and free speech in advocating for
freedom and rights. I would engage in a historical role-playing excercise where young
people got to reenact this moment in history, and use the primary sources and periodicals
as ways to ground their historical arguments. It would be especially cool to also go on a
Walking Tour of Harlem, like that offered by the South Asian American Digital Archive, to
show how this history is very much New York City history. These movements were
transnational, and New York City was an important temporary home to these activists. 

Conduct an Oral History Interview with a family or community
member to learn more about their life, culture, identity, etc.
Prepare a range of open ended questions, using your objective
for the conversation to guide them. Practice by conducting mini
oral histories with peers in class, choosing a main theme or topic
to begin practicing (e.g. students rely on other students to
simulate what an oral history is like so they will feel prepared
when going home or into their community)

Writing is Revolutionary Much of this project is about the power
of publications and the written word in sparking activism and
anti-colonial action. Have young people in the classroom create
their own periodicals or zines that uplift some of the values they
care about today.

Freedom Thinkers Roundtable Have each of your students role-
play as each of the different anti-colonial thinkers. What would
they be talking to each other about? Use the primary sources as
a way to ground your discussions. To level this up, bring in other
thinkers from the time who may or may not have interacted with
these freedom thinkers. What would Du Bois say? Or Marcus
Garvey? What about other thinkers from India like B.R. Ambedkar
who was also in Harlem? For more info on how to do historical
role-playing games like this, sign up for a PD on Project Based
Learning! 

PEDAGOGICAL REVOLUTIONS 
HOW TO TEACH THIS HISTORY



Resources for the
Classroom

Resources for the
Classroom



The Free Hindusthan (November-December, 1908)

Image courtesy of SAADA (South Asian American Digital Archive) via
Norwich University, c. 1908.

primary sources:primary sources:



A group of Sikh men pose in a California photo studio
 

California State Library, c. 1910.



“Our First Invasion by Hindus and Mohammedans” 

San Francisco Sunday Call, access provided by SAADA. Article originally
published November 18, 1906. 



Photograph of a banquet given in honor of Lala Lajpat Rai 

The Hindusthanee Student, access provided by SAADA via Wikicommons
public domain. Article originally published February 12, 1916. 



“Oriental Students at U.C. Form Association” 

﻿
The Berkeley Gazette, access provided via newspapers.com, in the public

domain. Article originally published February 11, 1907. 



Text of the Prevention of Seditious Meetings Act 

Law drafted in 1907. Made available online by India Code: Digital Repository
of All Central and State Acts. 



Front entrance of India House

Image courtesy of Gujarat Samachar News, c. 2023.



Portrait photograph of Taraknath Das 

Image courtesy of SAADA, date unknown. 

Taraknath Das as a cadet at Norwich University Military College 

Image courtesy of Norwich University Archives and Special Collections, c.
1908-1909.



Portrait photograph of Lajpat Rai

Portrait initially published in Young India, made available through SAADA,
and accessed through Wikicommons public domain. c. 1920. 



POSSIBLE DU BOIS / RAI IMAGE HERE 



YOUNG INDIA COVER / SAADA HERE 



Front page of the second issue of the Punjabi edition of Ghadar

Image courtesy of Wikicommons public domain, c. 1913. 
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THANK YOU FOR READING! THANK YOU FOR READING! 


