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Hi, my name is Clarissa! 

I centered this curriculum project on New York City’s Chinese-Latino community.
As a Chinese-Latina New Yorker myself, I’ve grown up learning about our
community’s immense cultural and historical contributions. However, history
curricula throughout my K-12 education have omitted our identities, even in
discussions related to global histories that are intrinsic with our presence, such as
the Global Coolie Trade. My project seeks to bring light to our community not as
an isolated diasporic oddity, but rather a dynamic, significant one, both within
global and local contexts. In order to make this project, I explored both existing
family archives, such as photo albums, and conducted oral histories with my
family members. Through this process, I sought to fill in the gaps of institutional
and dominant history.

Before crafting this project, I reflected on spaces outside of the classroom where
Chinese-Latino histories are most salient and accessible. I was immediately
drawn to local New York City Chino-Latino restaurants. Part of the reason for this
affinity is because of my own family history. My great-great grandfather’s
established a Chinese fusion restaurant in Ecuador in the 1940s. This restaurant is
part of my family’s legacy, and is also an important marker of this community’s
emergence. While some local Chino-Latino restaurants have received well
deserved attention via social media in recent years, I wanted my project to
highlight these spaces. Like our community, they are enduring and should be
honored not just for their delicious food, but their testament to perseverance and
triumph.

A NOTE FROM THE YOUTH RESEARCHER:   
WHY TEACH THIS HISTORY 

From this lesson, students will gain a
comprehensive understanding of the Chinese-
Latino community throughout space and time.
I hope that this lesson will challenge the
bifurcation of global and local history, and
uplift the ways in which the Asian community is
not one of isolation, but has always built
collectivity and belonging with other people of
color. Perhaps most importantly, I hope this
lesson inspires students to participate in the
same vein of radical historical exploration,
rooted in the power of familial knowledge and
love. 

Thank you so much for interacting with my
exhibit and guide! I am so thankful that my
family’s important history will be shared in
NYC’s classrooms. 



HOW TO TEACH THIS HISTORY

Create a Family Archive by going through physical media, like
family photo albums and documents, with an elder. Ask them
about the memories associated with these materials and think
about ways to craft narratives behind them. For instance,
consider writing a poem or compiling parts of your materials
into a Zine to share with others.

Conduct an Oral History Interview with a family or community
member to learn more about their life, culture, identity, etc.
Prepare a range of open ended questions, using your objective
for the conversation to guide them. Practice by conducting mini
oral histories with peers in class, choosing a main theme or topic
to begin practicing (e.g. students rely on other students to
simulate what an oral history is like so they will feel prepared
when going home or into their community)

Recreate a Family Recipe or discover a new one that holds
signifiance for your culture. Ask family members about their
memories and connection to it and/or research its historical
development online. When making the recipe, feel free to add a
new, modern twist to it. Create new memories by sharing it with
friends, or bringing it into school. 

Visit A Neighborhood Community Space like a restaurant,
laundromat, or library. Observe and find clues that could point
you in the right direction about its history. Jot down your
thoughts and feel free to talk with other customers, or staff, to
uncover its history. As you notice what is going on around you,
ask yourself what the purpose of the establishment is, who it
helps, its role within your/others’ community. What histories does
your neighborhood hold? 

I wanted to provide some examples of pedagogical activities that could be used to engage
the historical content of this exhibit. This material could be incorporated in an opening unit in
any history class on migration and immigration. My interview could serve as a model for how
to do oral history interviews, and the power they can have in uncovering hidden stories of
migration! Students could be guided to conduct oral history interviews with family members,
and explore the theme of “double migration,” which impacts so many New Yorkers. Students
could participate in neighborhood mapping activities that include noticing restaurants, like
Chinese-Latino Restaurants featured in this project. They could then map them visually, and
use them as a way to teach about histories of migration, double migration, and colonization. 
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"Tenencia de Gobierno de Jaruco"

Arizona State University Digital Archives. “Chinese Immigrants in
Cuba: Documents From the James and Ana Melikian Collection.” c.

1860. 



List of Contracted Chinese Workers From the Ship "Mourne de Nantes"

Antonio Gutierrez, Arizona State University Digital Archives. “Documents
From the James and Ana Melikian Collection.”  c. 1866. 



“Abolition of Slavery The Glorious 1  of August” st

Unknown author, access provided by the National Library of Wales via
Wikicommons. August 1, 1838. 



“Collection box for the Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society” 

Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society. Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript
Library, Yale University. Access provided via Wikicommons. c. 1850. 



“Latrines as prison” 

Anonymous author, “The Illustrated Description of the Living Hells (Sheng
diyu tushuo 生地獄圖說).” Access provided by Leiden Special Collections, c.

1875. 



“Departing for Cuba ” 

Anonymous author, “The Illustrated Description of the Living Hells (Sheng
diyu tushuo 生地獄圖說).” Access provided by Leiden Special Collections, c.

1875. 



“Refining sugar with human bones” 

Anonymous author, “The Illustrated Description of the Living Hells (Sheng
diyu tushuo 生地獄圖說).” Access provided by Leiden Special Collections, c.

1875. 



“Enraged coolies below deck” 

Illustration by Edgar Holden, Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. Access
provided by USC Scalar. c. 1864. 



“Writing in blood” 

Illustration by Edgar Holden, Harper’s New Monthly Magazine. Access
provided by USC Scalar. c. 1864. 



“Chinese immigrants picking cotton in Peru” 

Underwood & Underwood, New York Public Library Digital Collections.
Access provided by Wikicommons. c. 1900.



“Chinese miners” 

Harper’s Weekly, access provided via Library of Congress. c. 1857. 
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audio/visual resources: audio/visual resources: 

Oral History Archive:
The Chino-Latino
Project.
Museum of the Chinese in America. 

Latin Asians | Asian
American Life. 
CUNY TV. 

Chinese Latino Fusion ||
Barrio USA.
Thrillist. 

Chinese-Cuban Food is
a New York essential.
Righteous Eats.

https://ohms.mocanyc.org/interviews.php?ProjectName=The+Chino-Latino+Project
https://ohms.mocanyc.org/interviews.php?ProjectName=The+Chino-Latino+Project
https://ohms.mocanyc.org/interviews.php?ProjectName=The+Chino-Latino+Project
https://ohms.mocanyc.org/interviews.php?ProjectName=The+Chino-Latino+Project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixioStiQmOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixioStiQmOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixioStiQmOM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reTTWWMBb6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reTTWWMBb6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=reTTWWMBb6o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgbnDSwmspo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgbnDSwmspo


THANK YOU FOR READING! THANK YOU FOR READING! 


